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By Rob Faubion

An accomplished actor who has starred in hit Broadway
productions and blockbuster movies, Alan Cumming is
more a chameleon than the “Nightcrawler” role he played
in X-Men II.  On stage, he was the creepy Emcee in the
acclaimed revival of Cabaret, wicked Macheath in Three
Penny Opera, and the tragic gay hero Max in Bent.  His
film roles range Eyes Wide Shut to Spy Kidz II to The
Anniversary Party to Romy and Michelle’s High School
Reunion.  His most recent role has been that of public fig-
ure, when he married his partner Grant Shaffer in a civil
ceremony outside London in January - becoming one of
the first same sex couples to be legally recognized in the
United Kingdom.

But the role Cummings is touting these days is behind
the camera lens.  His solo directorial debut - Suffering
Man’s Charity - premieres March 9th at the South by
Southwest Film Festival in Austin.

In the film, Cumming plays John Vandermark, a failed
composer turned music teacher with a weakness for
impoverished young men of great aspirations. When
handsome Sebastian St. Germain (David Boreanaz: Buffy;
Angel; Bones) enters his life claiming to be a novelist,
Vandermark tries help him in any way he can. 

But Vandermark soon grows bitter when his charity is
abused. The final blow comes with the discovery that
every woman in town is getting a piece of Sebastian - with
not a scrap left over for his gracious host. 

What ensues is a malevolent comic bow to the Grand
Guignol, offering a fresh twist on the hustler/john power
dynamic. With echoes of Edgar Alan Poe’s The Tell-Tale
Heart and the Joseph Losey/Harold Pinter 1960’s film
classic, The Servant,the edgy and stylish film teams with
fierce performances - including exceptional turns by
Henry Thomas, Anne Heche,  Karen Black, Carrie Fisher 

Fr om 
Emcee 
to Cecil B .

Alan Cumming's Dark,
Demented Directorial 
Debut Suffering Man’ s
Charity at SXSW Alan Cumming 

and David Boreanaz
and Jane Lynch. 

During a busy Oscar Awards weekend, Alan took a few
moments to sit down and chat about his new film,
working with the man who was “Angel,” and his almost-
spiritual experience singing with Cyndi Lauper at the
Tony Awards. 

Rob Faubion: So, how is married life?
Alan Cumming:  It’s great - much the same as it was

before, except everyone congratulates us and toasts us
wherever we go these days. The response to our getting
married has been really amazing. Everyone seems to be so
happy for us, and also wants to let us know that they are
behind us politically speaking too. It’s great.

RF:  What attracted you to “Suffering Man’s Charity”
that made you select it for your solo directorial debut?

AC:  I just loved how unusual and hysterical it was.
Structurally and tonally, it shifts gears and takes you on
this crazy journey.  And John’s level of obsession and
derangement is very funny and really sad at the same time. 

So I suppose it was its weirdness that drew me to it. Go
figure, there’s a big shocker - me being drawn to the
weird! I also thought that no one else would make this film
unless I did, and I think I was right.

RF:  What makes this film different for all the others
with gay protagonists? I hear it’s pretty wild - not in the
“ShortBus” sense - but in its twisted surprises and
dark,dark comedy flourishes. Do you want to prep your
SXSW audiences in any way?

AC: All I want to say is that laughing, gasping, crying
are all welcomed. There are bits of it that are truly
disturbing, other bits that are really scary, and other parts
that are hilarious. 

My favorite bits are when the audience feels guilty for
laughing.  I  also  like  when  they  look  away.  There’s  a

(Continued on Page 10)
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I want to go to a 
place where I never
have to call my
boyfriend my brother

To enjoy personalized service at Wyndham
Hotels and Resorts, don't forget to use your

ByRequest Number when making your 
reservation.  Your Request is our Pleasure!  

1-800-WYNDHAM

Rainbow Rate available only at Wyndham Garden Hotel Austin.  Rates and rooms
are subject to availability and do not include taxes.  Not  applicable to groups or prior
reservations.  Blackout dates and other restrictions apply.

Introducing our new Rainbow Rate

$89 per night

Woodward Conference Center
3401 S. IH 35 in Austin • (512) 448-2444

www.WyndhamAustin.com

torture scene that gets pretty dark - David Boreanaz and I
went to some pretty dark places together, so we’ll always
have this special bond because of it. 

It was very intimate, because there was a lot of trust
involved.  He was tied
to a chair, and I am
screaming and whack-
ing him with a cello
bow and being pretty
out of control. It was
all very intense. 

There’s a thing that
happens to me toward
the end that is so
awful - but so funny,
too. I don’t want to give too much away, though, because
part of the craziness is the element of surprise. Sometimes
you can’t quite believe things are happening. It is all a bit
wrong. But I love it.

RF: You have some great gay favorites in the cast -
David Boreanaz, Anne Heche, Karen Black, Carrie
Fisher - what was it like working with them? 

AC:  It’s always great to work on something like this
and get such great actors to come on board, because you
know that the reason they are doing it is because they
really want to be involved and to be challenged  -  cause

they sure ain’t doing for the cash! 
I love David.  I love that he wanted to do this weird,

fucked-up movie. I really think he is a revelation in it,
and I so admire someone like him - who has such an
amazingly successful career in some field (in this case
television), but who wants to push the boundaries and
push his own comfort levels to do the stuff he does in this
movie.  Also, he is totally hot and I got to straddle him
whilst he was tied up!

Karen Black was just amazing, and what I have always
loved about her is her abandon.  And in this film, she gives
one of the most outrageous and abandoned performances
I have ever seen. 

Carrie is hilarious, and I have loved her for ages. And
I just loved that she wanted to play this role - and get why
it would be so cool for her to do so. 

Anne Heche is an old friend of mine, too, and I think
she is an amazing actor - like something from another era.
Her rhythms and her delivery are so non-contemporary,
and I love her for that. 

I actually think all of us in the movie are so non-mod-
ern in our approach to acting.  We perform in a way that is
non-realistic and not at all about the realism or naturalism
that seems tobe the vogue these days.  Jane Lynch is one
of the most brilliant funny actors I know, and I was giddy 

(Continued on Page 19)

David Boreanaz as Sebastian
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Nightlife
Alan Cumming (Continued from Page 10)

to work with her.  And I think Henry Thomas gives such
an amazing performance that he is almost unrecognizable.

RF:   I know that you’ve filmed in Austin before, most
notably on Robert Rodriguez’s “Spy Kids II.” What are
you looking forward to doing while you are in town?

AC:  I love Austin. I have such fun memories of it. I
am looking forward to the SHOUTparty, and to saying
“hello” to old familiar faces from my nights spent having
fun along the gay strip. My favorite saying in all the world
is by a driver I had in Austin called Sissy. She said, “Alan,
if wishes were fishes, we’d all take a swim.” I love that -
it’s so true.

RF:  We recently interviewed Cyndi Lauper, and she
spoke very highly of working with you in “Three Penny
Opera;” what was it like working with her on Broadway?

AC:  She is the best. I really feel like I have a big
sister now. We had a blast working together, and now we
see each other all the time. 

Singing on the Tony’s with her was such a mind fuck.
I mean, come on - live television, singing a duet with
Cyndi Fucking Lauper! I was so nervous, even after we
did the number, my legs were shaking so much that she
got scared for me. She is such a wee bundle of charm and
insecurity and balls and nerve. I am in love with her.

RF: Any plans to return to Broadway anytime soon?
AC: Not for a bit. Last year, I did a whole year of

theatre: Three Pennyon Broadway, and then Bent in
London’s West End. I need to do some filmy stuff and
recharge my batteries and earn some cash. 

I would love to do Miss Juliesoon. I think it is such a
sexy play. There are also plans afoot for me to go back to
Scotland and work with this great new company: the
National Theatre of Scotland. I am in talks with them to
do this Greek play. 

But I always am looking for things to do on Broadway,
because it means I get to do what I love most - and be in
the city I love most, and be with the man I love most

RF:  Finally, what’s the scoop on your new television
show “Tin Man”?
AC:  It’s a Sci-Fi version of The Wizard of Oz. I am the
scarecrow, and Zooey Deschanel is the Dorothy character.
It’s really clever and fun and full of suspense. For me right
now, running around with Dorothy and the Tin Man -
trying to avoid laser beams being pointed at us by flying
monkeys - is just what the doctor ordered.

Suffering Man’s Charity premieres on Friday, March
9th, at the Paramount Theatre in downtown Austin.   For
ticket information, visit www.SXSW.com. 

One Night - Three Clubs!
Saturday, March 10th in Austin

9 p.m. to 2 a.m. - simultaneously  at:

Charlie’s Austin - 13th and Lavaca
RAIN on 4th - 217-B West 4th St.
Oilcan Harry’s - 214 West 4th St.

Special Guest 
Appearances by:
Alan Cumming 
(X-Men II, Spy Kids II)

David Boreanaz 
(Buffy, Angel, Bones)

Surprise Guest DJ’s, Entertainment , Give-
Aways, and Drink Specials - All Night Long!

Plus Our Huge After-Hours Party @
Element Nightclub, 5th and Lavaca

11 p.m. to 5 a.m
with the Cast of Suffering Man’s Charity
and World-Famous DJ Roland Belmares!

Tickets: $15 in Advance; $20 at the Door

Presented by Dream Land Village
www.DreamLandVillage.com
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